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Preface

Environment Canadiad the development of abbird conservatiorstrategiesin each of

/' FYFERFQ& . ANR [/ 2y aSNII (A tategieSaddingeyrdtingtnew andd 0 0 @
existingstrategiesinto an altbird framework. These integrated ddird conservatiorstrategies

will serve as dasisfor implementing bird conservation across Canaatal will also guide

Canadian support for conservatiworkA y 2 1 KSNJ O2dzy t NA Sa htYLI2 NI | y i
birds. Input to thestrategiesfrom Environment Canad@d O2 Yy aSNIWF GA 2y LI NIy SN
as their collaboration in implementing their recommendations.

Environment Canada has developed naticstahdards forstrategiesto ensure consistency
of approach acrosBCRsBird ConservatioBtrategieswill providethe contextfrom which
specific implementation plans can be developed for each BCR, building on the programs
currently in placehrough Joirt Ventures or other partnerships. Landowners including
Aboriginal peoples will be consulted prior to implementation.

Conservatiorobjectivesand recommended actions from th@nservatiorstrategieswill be
used as the biological basis to devetppdelines andeneficial management practicéisat
support compliance with regulations under tMigratory Birds Convention Act994
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Executive Summary

Bird Conservation Region (BCR) 3, Arctic Plains and Mountains, covers an area of more than
2900000 kntf and spans the continent from Alaska to Labrador. The habitats within this area

are varied, from sparse taiga forests at the treeline, to wet coastal meadows of sedges and

grasses, to gravel barrens and glaci@tsmajority of this BCR falls within Nunavut and the

Northwest Territorieswith smalker portionsin Quebec, Labrador artitie YukonThisstrategy
coversallof BCR O2y G AYSR AGKAY 9YBANRYYSYyd /IYylIRFIQ
small portion in the Yukon, and thevé associatednarine ecoregionsie refer to this area as

BCR 3 PNR

These onservationstrategiesserve as a framework for implementing bird conservation
yIEGA2ylLffte FyR fa2 ARSYUGATE AYGSNyYyraaAzyrft 02
Objective and replicable methods were used to identify priority species, define habitat

associations, set paation targets, assess and rank threats, set conservation objectines

address these objectives with conservation actions. 3inggegyis not intended to be highly

prescriptive, but rather is intended to guide future implementation efforts undertalgn

various partners and stakeholders

We evaluated 159 species of birds that occur in the terrestrial and marine habitBSR3
PNR and determined that 65 met the criteria for priority status. More than 70% of these
species used wetland habita@sfhoughshrub habitats (especially heath tundra), bare areas
(including a varietyf coastal habitats, gravel barrens and cliffs) and aquatic habitats
(freshwater and marine) were al$mportant.

Population objectives were set on the basis of observedds however, inadequate
monitoring irformation was a pervasive issuge were unable to assign a quantitative
population objectivdor 34% of the priority speciesor 35% of priority specigbiere was
sufficientevidence of declinethat we recommendncreasinghe populationsize
Management for a majority of species would be improved with better information on
population size, trend and rangBecommendationare made for the priority species most in
need of improved monitoring

The threats assessmeidentified manyactivities or issues potentigl causingnarm toBCR 3

PNRD& LINA2NRGE O0ANRa® DAGSY (it SgidndndthelnfigRitory 2 2 ( LIND
habits ofalmost allarcticbreeding birds, a majority of these threase outside of the BCR.
Pollution,habitat loss and degradation, atelgal and illegal hunting (primarily outside of North

America) are among the most importatfireats. Even within the BCR, some of the most

important threats stem indirectly from human actiss elsewhergissues such as

anthropogenic climate change, degradation of tundra habitats from abundant waterfowl (a

result of southern landise changespandlongrange transport andleposition of contaminants

all negatively impact arctic wildlife butenot caused by activities in the North.

Bird Conservation Strategy for BCR 3 PNR June 2013
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Conservation etions arerecommendedo address threats both within and outsid®CR 3 PNR
Within the BCRnany recommended actionglate to bw andpolicy, includingontinued
enforcement of existing regulationgdevelopnent of new regulations obeneficial

management practicesand strengtheningf legislation. Actions involving direct management
or protection of species or habitats werecommended in fewer casdé®cause such direct
management would be difficuto achieve on the scale required for such a large planning unit.
For some issues, it was determined that additional research, monitoring or other information
could increase our ability to address threaaggestions to acquire this information are
provided.

Bird Conservation Strategy for BCR 3 PNR June 2013
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Introduction: Bird Conservation Strategies

Context

Thisdocumentis one of a suite of Bird ConservatiBegionStrategieyBCRstrategie$ that

have been drafted by Environment Canada for all region€afadaThesestrategiesrespond

to Environment I Yy I RF Qa Yy SSR T2 NJ Ay (i DiriNdnsesd®on lprioiRiesOf S NI
to support the implementation of | y | iRigr&adiy birds program, both domestically and
internationally. This suite aoftrategiesd dzA f Ra 2y SEA&GAyYy 3 O2bifdd SN (A
groupd ¢ 6 ¢ I, (watdibir@sBshorebird$ and landbird$) in most regions of Canada, as well

ason national and continental plansind include birds under provincial/territorial jurisdiction

These nev strategiesalso establish standard conservation plannmethods across Canada,

and fill gaps, as previous regional plans do not cover all areas of Canadbia gitbups

Thesestrategiespresent acompendiumof required actions based on tlgeeneral philosophy of
achievingscientifically based desirgabpulation levels as promoted by the four pillar initiatives
of bird conservationDesiredpopulation levels are not necessarily the same as minimum viable
or sustainable populations, but reprasiethe state of the habitat/landscape at time prior

to recent dramatic population declineés many speciefrom threats known and unknown

The threats identified in thesstrategieswere compiled usingurrently available scientific
information and exrt opinion.The corresponding conservation objectives and actiris
contribute to stabilizing populations at desired levels.

TheBCRstrategiesare not highly prescriptive. In most caspgactitioners will need to consult
additional informationsources atocal scales to provide sufficient detail to implement the
recommendations of thetrategies Tools such dseneficialmanagement practices will also be
helpful in guiding implementation. Partners interestedirticipating in thamplementatian

of thesestrategies such as those involved in the habitat Joint Ventures established under the
North American Waterfowl Management Plan, are familiar with the type of detailed
implementation plamingrequired to coordinate and undertake ethe-ground ativities.

! NAWMP Plan Committee 2004
% Milko et al. 2003

% Donaldson et al. 2000

*Rich et al. 2004

Bird Conservation Strategy for BCR 3 PNR June 2013



Page 4

Strategy Structure

Section 1of this strategy presents general information about the BCR and the subregion, with
an overview of the six elementthat provide a summary of the state of bird conservation at
the subregional levelSection Zorovides more detail on the threats, objectives and actions for
priority species grouped by each of the broad habitat types in the subre§axtion Jresents
additional widespread conservation issues that are not specific to a particular habitat or
were not captured by the threat assessment for individual species, as well as research and
monitoring needs, and threats to migratory birds while they are outside of Canada. The
approach and methodology are summarized in the appendices, but details aratde ail

a separate document (Kennedy et al. 2012). A national database houses all the underlying
information summarized in this strategy and is available feEmironment Canada

®The six elements are: Element priority species assessment; Element Babitats important to priority species;
Element 3 population objectives; Elementdthreat assessment; Element¢conservation objectives; Element 6
¢ recommended actions

Bird Conservation Strategy for BCR 3 PNR June 2013
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Characteristicof Bird Conservation Regiod

BCR 3 covers an area from the treeline to the northernmost tip of Ellesmere Islanca(Bjg. 1

andspans the breadth of the continent from the North Slope of Alaska to the Atlantic coast of
Labrador It enconpasses an area of more tharf20000 knf. Within Canada, anajority of

BCR3 falls within Nunavut and the Northwest Territories, and is therefore within the

02dzy R NASa 2F 9y QPBANRBYYSY(d /[ (PN IR&dG®N, ivdNT A NA S |y
marine ecoegions are associated wiBCR 3 PNRiudsonBayComplex, Arctic Basin, Eastern

Arctic (Lancaster Sound, Baffin BRdyavis Strait)ArcticArchipelagaand Western Arctic
(BeaufortAmundsenViscountMelville-Queen Maugl seeFisheries and Oceans Canada®00

The North Slope of the Yukon falls witld@R 3 and is considered helnewever, the portions

of BCR3 within Quebec and Labrador are considered in separate consensitaegies

Habitats within this vast area are diverseit all are influenced by a short growing season and
continuous permafrost. The northeast portion of the region is mountainous, witlegetated
barren rock and glaciers predominating (Hig,b). Elsewhere in the High Arctic, ground cover
is often spase and in drier areas is dominated by herbs, lichens and dwarf shktbsese
latitudes, many of the key habitats foirds are marine (Fig. 2a,lbowlying wetlands of
grasses, sedges and mosses are not widespread but offer important bird habitat thbgre
occur.Thesewetlands are more common at midnd lowarctic latitudes, and some areas
such as the Great Plain of the Koukdjuak or the Mackenzie Delta offer large expanses of
comparatively rich tundra wetlangishese wetlands figure prominently ihé network of
protected areas and key sites in the region (Fig. 2&bjface water is extensiyvand areas of
patterned ground are common. Uplamébitats at mid and lowarctic latitudes range from
heavily vegetated heath communities to spatseyptobiotic crustg of cyanobacteria, lichens
and moss. Shrubs, especially willows, are taller at lower latitultebe southern fringe oBCR
3 PNRsmall spruce trees are found in sheltered argagse restricted patches of taidgee.,
coniferous)habitat ae home to a number of species not found elsewhere in the.BCR

Bird diversity in this vast area is low in comparison to more temperate latitugl,a large
number of species are reliant on the marine and terrestrial habitaB@R 3 PN termsof
number of specieshie bird community is dominated by shdrieds, waterbirds and waterfowl.
Although numerous landbirds are found hefew species have their range centred in the
Canadian Arctic. This pattern holds across the circumpolar Arctic, viB8ref 162 Arctic
specialist species are from the Orders Charadriiformes and Anseriformes (especially from
families Scolopacidgdsandpipers and allies, Laridae (gulls) and Alcidakd and subfamilies
Mergini[sea duckkand Anserinjgeesg; Gantner and Gastoim prep).

A small number of species remainB&R 2luring the nonbreeding season, travelling only as
far as is necessary to find foo&ome seaducks and seabirds migrate east or west to winter in
high-latitude marine environmentsSome shorebirds and Brant breeding in the High Arctic
winter in northern Europe However, the vast majority of species migrate south, including
many shorebirds that travel thousands of kilometres to winter in Central and South America.

Bird Conservation Strategy for BCR 3 PNR June 2013
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Thesdongrangemigrations exposerctic-breeding species to a variety of risks throughout
the annual cycle. Identifying these risks, both within and out8@& 3 PNk a focus of this
conservatiorstrategy.

Habitat types/Types d'habitat
- coniferous/coniféres

B deciduousifeuilius

- mixedwood/forét mixte

- shrubs and early successional/
arbustes et régénération

I herbaceous/herbacées

| cultivated and managed areas/
zones cultivées et aménagées

I iichens and mosses/
lichens et mousses

- wetlands/terres humides
Bl aipineaipin

I snow and ice/neige et glace
bare areas/dénudé

B urbaniurbain

- water bodies/plans d'eau
- riparian/riverain

[ coastalicotier

Sources:
Land Cover Map of Canada 2005 (CCRS, 2008)
Land Cover circa 2000 (CTI, 2009)

Dats - Hydrology (CCRS, 2008)

Sources:

Couverture du sof du Canada 2008 (CCT, 2008)

Couverture du sol circa 2000 (CIT, 2009)

Canvec v9.0 (CIT, 2011)

Données-cadre nationales de PAlias du Canaca &
Féchelle du 1/1 000 000 - Hydrologie (CCT, 2008)

0 250 500 1000
Km

Projection: Lambert Conic Conform (GRS 1980)

Habitat types/ Types d'habitat
N/A  coniferous/coniféres
N/A  deciduous/feuillus
N/A  mixedwood/forét mixte

- shrubs and early successional/
arbustes et régénération
[ herbaceous/herbacées

NA Cultivated and managed areas/
zones cultivées et aménagées

[ lichens and mosses/
lichens et mousses

[ wetlands/terres humides
N/A alpine/alpin
[ snow and ice/neige et glace
E bare areas/dénudé
N/A  urban/urbain
N/A  water bodies/plans d'eau
N/A riparian/riverain
N/A coastal/cotier
Sources
Circumpolar Arctic Vegetation Map, Alaska
Geobotany Center, 2003
Land Cover circa 2000 (CTI, 2009)
Canvec.9.0 (CTI, 2011)

Atlas of Canada 1,000,000 National Framework
Data - Hydrology (CCRS, 2008)

de cartographie de Ia végétation de TArctique
circumpolaire, Alaska Geobotany Center, 2003
Cowverture du sol circa 2000 (CIT, 2009)
Canvecv.9.0 (CIT, 2011)
Données-cadre nationales de fAtlas du Canada 3
Téchelle du 1/1 000 000 - Hydrologie (CCT, 2008)
0 2625 5% 1,050
e [}

Projection: Lambert Conformal Conic (GRS 1980)

Figurel. Landcover in BCBRPNRas described by the Land Cover Map of Canagjadnd the
Circumpolar Arctic Vegetation MapgOAVM;b). The former offers a consistent national classification
while the latter is better suited to capturing variation in arctic habitats specificalty smallportion of
the southern edge oBCR 3s outside of the area classified by theA@M.

Bird Conservation Strategy for BCR 3 PNR June 2013
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Protected areas and other
designated areas/

Aires protégées et autres
aires désignées

Protected areas/ Aires protégées

I Environment Canada/
Environnement Canada

I Parks Canada/ Parcs Canada

I Aboriginal Affairs and Northern
Development Canada/
Affaires autochtones et
Développement du Nord Canada

- Provincial and territorial/
Provincial et territorial

Other designated areas/
Autres aires désignées

V777) Ramsar/ Ramsar
Important Bird Areas/

Aires d'importance pour les
oiseaux

Projection: Lambert Conformal Conic (GRS 1980)

Protected areas and other

designated areas/

Aires protégées et autres

aires désignées

Protected areas/ Aires protégées

I Environment Canada/
Environnement Canada

I Parks Canada/ Parcs Canada

I Aboriginal Affairs and Northern
Development Canada/

Affaires autochtones et
Développement du Nord Canada

- Provincial and territorial/
Provincial et territorial

Other designated areas/
Autres aires désignées

7777} Ramsar/ Ramsar
Important Bird Areas/
Aires d'importance pour les
oiseaux

[ Key Habitat Sites/Sites
d’habitat clés

0 250 500 1,000

Projection: Lambert Conformal Conic (GRS 1980)

Figure2. Map of protectedand designatedareas in BCR PNR (a), anda map including areas
considered by Environment Canada to be Key Hab&éesfor migratory birds, including those with

no formal protection (b) The areas from the top panel were made partially transparent in the bottom
panel so that overlap of key areas and protected areas would be visible.
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Section 1: Summary of ResultsAll Birds, All Habitats

Element 1: PrioritySoeciesAssessment

These Bird Conservati@trategiess RSY G A F& GLINA2NAGE atdgOMSaé FNP
species in eacBCR subregiofseeAppendix ). Species that are vulnerable due to population

size, distributionpopulationtrend, abundance and threats anecluded because of their
GO2YASNDIFGA2Y O2yOSNYyeé¢od {2YS HARStf & Rasdi N O dzi
included Stewardship specseare includedbecausehey typify the national or regional

avifauna and/or because they have a large proportion of their range and/or continental

population in thesubregion many of these species have some conservation concern, while
othersmaynot requre specific conservation effort at this timgecies of management

concernare also included as priority species when theyaréor above) their desired

population objectives but require ongoing management because of their ®smadoomic

importance as gme species or because of their impacts on other species or hafsess

Appendix 2.

The purpose of the prioritization exercise is to focus implementation efforts on the issues of
greatest significance for Canadian avifauhablel provides a fdllist of all priority species and
their reason for inclusiarmables 2 and 3 summarize the number of priority speci&0R 3
PNRby bird groupandby the reason for priority status.

Across albird groups, 65 of 59 (41%) species/populations were dgsated as priority taxa

(Table 1and2). A large fraction of the candidate species, especially for landbirds, did not merit

priority status because their populations are concentrated outside of the AFaiclandbirds,

for example, 43/62 species (69%)estimated to havel 0% of their range withiBCR 3For

shorebirds and waterfowbird grougs with many arctic specialist species, >50% of candidate

species were assigned priority status (Ta)léNine arctic species are formallyd 8 SE3a SR | & a
NJA aylthe Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Caf@@SEW)©r listed

underthe Species at Risk AGARATable3). The vast majority of species were assigned

priority status based on concern over population size or trend, or threatsthiegt face

throughout the year

Bird Conservation Strategy for BCR 3 PNR June 2013
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Tablel. Priority species iBCR 3 PNRpopulation objectives, and the reasos for priority status.
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(%) = Qo = =
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oa 8> | g | v > - > S>> |w= >
§O) g 25| ¢ S < = < = c ]
S|« |ES2B| §S | 35| 25| £S s | S5
o . Population Qws| 238 » 3 28 = = =
Priority species pule @ L |72 g8 L % 2 £ 2 s 2 25
objective o) O |EL Q| c5 & 8 T 2 c = Q< 3 2
o=-@m©| 27T c O c O o Q S o o
© O5 2| DS o < S S © T IS XD
=35 o © £ 8 = © ol = = 2 | %
o x < = = F= s S < = =
< Z <
S8 Q x = <
N—r
8 o <
zZ z
Landbirds
American Pipit Maintain current Yes
American Tree Sparrow Increase 50% Yes
Bluethroat Assess/Maintain Yes
Eastern Yellow Wagtail Assess/Maintain Yes
Golden Eagle Increase 50% Yes
Gyrfalcon Assess/Maintain Yes Yes
Harris's Sparrow Increase 100% Yes Yes
Hoary Redpoll Increase 50% Yes Yes
Lapland Longspur Assess/Maintain Yes

! Assessed by COSEWDGrimittee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in CahadaE, Endangered; T, Threatened; SC, Special Concern

% Species listed on Schedule 1 of the Species at Risk Act as E, Endangered; T, Threatened; SC, SpeSakCimscairiRisk Public Registry
http://www.registrelep-sarareqistry.gc.ca/species/schedulesfm?id=1.

® NAWMP: North American Waterfowl Management PINAYWMPPlan Committee 2004)

*The higher of thaVaterfowl Conservation RegioW(CR ranks for breeding or nobreeding needpresented in the NAWMP Management Plan
° Expert review indicates tha species was added to the priority list as a result of expert opinion
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Table 1 ontinued

P

agelo0

=
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Priority species s %) < |E | ®= — = 0 = = B =3 =
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=3 o8 £ 8 2 3 o S =g N
o x < = = B = s S < S =
24 S x =2 = 8
8 o <
zZ z
peregrine Falc_:on Assess/Maintaih SC| SsC Yes Yes
(anatunytundriug
Rock Ptarmigan Assess/Maintain Yes
Roughlegged Hawk Assess/Maintain Yes Yes
Rusty Blackbird Increase 100% SC| sC Yes
Shorteared Owl Increase 100% SC| SC Yes Yes
Smith's Longspur Assess/Maintain Yes Yes
Snow Bunting Assess/Maintain Yes
Snowy Owl Maintain current Yes Yes
Shorebirds
American Goldei#Plover Assess/Maintain Yes
Blackbellied Plover Increase 100% Yes
Bufftbreasted Sandpiper Increase 50% Yes
Common Ringed Plover Assess/Maintain Yes
Dunlin Assess/Maintain Yes

¥ This interimpopulation objectivewill be replaced with the official recovery objective once a recovery document is published for this species under the
Species at Risk Act
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Table 1 ontinued

=
§ %) = o ?
52 | ¢ g Z = = z
S s | Ex | o= o S =
§O) = O ~ o = S = = = T = = = = >
S | « g E ul S5 £ €5 £ o X & 25
. : Population o P 55| 23 » 3 9 & Q= 2= =
Priority species s %) < |E | ®= — = 0 = = B =3 =
objective cEL Ol c3g 8 5 = 9 c £ o £ = 9
Q 0 = S & S o) =
o SES| g2 | 58| £¢8 g Z =g |53
=5% P3| €8 | 88| = ¢ =S |48
g 2 = == D= = <3 o
c S o c ) == ~ o
8 & 3 o 2 < 8
8 o <
z =z
Eskimo Curlew Recovery objective | E E Yes
Hudsonian Godwit Increase 100% Yes
Least Sandpiper Increase 100% Yes
Purple Sandpiper Assess/Maintain Yes
Red Knotiélandicg Assess/Maintain SC| SC Yes
Red Knotrjufa) Increase 100% E E Yes
Red Phalarope Increase 50% Yes
Rednecked Phalarope Increase 100% Yes
Ruddy Turnstone Assess/Maintain Yes
Sanderling Assess/Maintain Yes
Semipalmated Sandpiper Increase 100% Yes
Stilt Sandpiper Increase 100% Yes
Surfbird Assess/Maintain Yes
Whimbrel Assess/Maintain Yes

¥ Thisinterim population objectivewill be replaced with the official recovery objective once a recovery document is published for this species urRjmdies
at Risk Act
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Waterbirds
Arctic Tern Increase 50% Yes
Common Loon Maintain current Yes
Ivory Gull Recovery objective | E E Yes
Pacific Loon Assess/Maintain Yes
Ross's Gull Recovery objective | T T Yes
Thayer's Gull Assess/Maintain Yes
Thickbilled Murre Maintain current Yes
Yellowbilled Loon Assess/Maintain Yes
Waterfow!®
Brant (Atlantic) Maintain current Mod. Low High
Brant (Black) Maintain current High Highest
Brant(Eastern High Arctic) Maintain current Mod. High High

® Thesepopulation divisions correspond to those in the most current management plAMWMP 2012)However, evolving knowledge of distributions and a
trend towards defining management unitsat reflectbreeding aggregations means that these divisiorag/be lost in future iterations of this strategy
(e.g., Leafloor et al. 2012)
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Brant (Western High Arctic) Assess/Maintain High Highest
Cackling Goose (Shortgrass Prait Increase 50% Mod. High
Cackling Goose (Tallgrass Prairig Maintain current Mod. Low High
Canada Goose (Atlantic) Maintain current High Highest
Common Eiderprealig Increase 50% High Highest
Common Eidersgdentarig Increase 50% High Highest
Common Eidengnigra) Increase 50% High Highest
GreaterSnow Goose Decrease A_bov_e High
Objective
Greater Whitefronted Goose Maintain current Mod. Low High
Harlequin Duck (Eastern) Maintain current SC| SC Mod. '\ﬂ?gdh'
King Eider Increase 50% Mod. High High
Lesser Snow Googklid- Decrease Above Hiah
Continent) Objective 9
Lesser Snow Goose (Western Above .
Arctic) Decrease Objective High
Lesser Snow Goose (Western Maintain current Mod. High
Central Flyway)
Longtailed Duck Increase 50% Mod. High High
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Northern Pintail Increase 50% High High
' Above .
Ross's Goose Decrease Objective High
Tundra Swan (Eastern) Maintain current Mod. Low High
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Table2. Summary of priority species, blyird group, inBCR 3 PNR
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Bird group Total species Total pr!ority Perceptli;ted as P(_arc_ent_of
species priority priority list
Landbird 62 17 27% 26%
Shorebird 31 19 61% 29%
Waterbird 28 8 29% 12%
Waterfowl 38 21 55% 32%
All 159 65 41% 100%
Table3. Number of priority species iBCR 3 PNBy reason for priority status
Reason fompriority listing" Landbirds Shorebirds Waterbirds = Waterfowl
COSEWTfC 3 3 2 1
Federal SARA Listed 3 3 2 1
NAWMP - - - 21
National/Continental Concern 4 16 8 -
Regional Concern 2 - - -
National/Continental Stewardship 8 - - -
Regional Stewardship 7 - - -
Expert Review 4 3 - -

A single species can be on the priority list for more than one reason. Note that neasdins for inclusion apply
02 SOSNE OANR ZNBdMzZL) 6AYRAOFGISR o0& &

2 COSEWIlindicates species assessed by the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada as
Endangered, Threatened, or Special Concern.

®Species listed on Schedule 1 of Sgecies at Risk Aets Endangered, Threatened or Special Concern.
*NAWMP indicates species ranked in the North American Waterfow! ManagementNAsvi(P2004) as having
Moderately HighHighor Highestbreeding or norbreeding conservation and/or monitoring need in théCR
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Element 2: Habitatdmportant to Priority Species

Identifying the broad habitat requirements for each priority species within the BCReallow
species to be grouped Ishared habitatbased conservation issuasdactions (seéppendix 2

for details on how species were assigned to standard habitat categydfiesany priority

species associated with the same habitat face similar conservation issues, then conservation
action in that habitaimaysupport populations of several priority speci8CRstrategiesusea
modified version of thestandard land cover class developed by the United Nation®@d and
Agriculture Organization2000)to categorize habitatsand species were often assigned to more
than one habitat class

Wetland habitats were used by2% of priority species, and nearly half of all priogpecies

used three additional habitat categories: shfearly successiondshrub tundra,jncluding both
willow and heath habitat types), bare areas (e.g., rocky coasts or cliffs) or waterbodies, snow
and ice (freshwater or marind-ig.3). Habitats weredrther defined on the basis of their

location; nearly half ofhe priority species used habitats that were located in coaatabs

while few species were found in alpine habitédseAppendix 2. Taiga (i.e., coniferous)

habitats, although uncommon IBCR 3 PNRvere used by%of priority species

Figure3. Percent of priority species that are associated with each habitat typd&8CR 3 PNR
The total exceeds 100% because each spes@ae assigned toore than onehabitat (median = 3)
*&Coastad and dAlpinet are descriptors applied after the habitat category was assigned.
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